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FACING UNAFFORDABLE AND PROBLEMATIC MEDICAL BILLS

Make sure you have the right coverage

e Open Enrollment 10/15-12/07
Check Formulary for next year to see if your drugs are goingto be covered
Drugstoreis a preferred pharmacy
Doctor takes plan
A recent survey conducted by the Healthcare Financial Management Association (HFMA) found that
“19% of health systems have stopped accepting a Medicare Advantage plan [and] 61% are planning to
or are considering.” So you could end up being out of network for routine health care.

Beware “ghost networks”. It’s hard to know if your health insurance plan is as good as advertised. You
pay a monthly premium to access a network of health providers. But call the numbers in your provider
directory, and you’re bound to find ones who can’t— or won’t — see you.

These errors are at the heart of a ghost network. Some providers have moved, retired or even died;

others left insurance networks because of low pay and intense scrutiny. Even though these providers
no longer acceptyour insurance, their names may remain in the directory.

MA co-pays
SHIP Program

e |RMAA - Medicare Income-Related Monthly Adjustment Amount higher premiums for higher earners based on
earnings shown on taxes 2 years earlier
Ifincome changes can file SSA-44 to report Life Changing Event
e B &D penalties are for life
B is 10% increase in premium for every 12 months eligible and did not sign up
D is 1% of the national base beneficiary premium ($34.70 this year) for every month eligible and did not sign
up
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https://projects.propublica.org/why-i-left-the-network/
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-TERM CARE CHECKLIST
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